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Lowcountry. Ella and Owen have raised
over $7,000 for the World Central Kitch-
en, which is an organization that pro-
vides food and nourishment to commu-
nities around the world in times of con-
flict, crisis, and war.

Ella and Owen are just one example
of the type of compassion and empathy
that we see each and every day in the
Lowcountry. The great people of the
Lowcountry show, not only to their fel-
low citizens, the State of South Caro-
lina, our Nation, and around the world,
there are no strangers they have ever
met, and everyone is witnessing great
hope for the future of Ukraine.

I hope that the story of Ella and
Owen can serve as an inspiration to
others who stand up for what is right,
even when it seems like there is noth-
ing that can be done in the face of
hardship. They have shown hard work;
they have shown that we need to do the
right thing; and they have shown peo-
ple that they care.

And now, more than ever, it is impor-
tant that we do all we can to support
our friends in UKkraine to help them
during this critical crisis.

I again thank the Rogers family and
the incredible work ethic that Ella and
Owen have shown the Lowcountry and
the State of South Carolina.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF BOBBY BERKSTRESSER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to honor the
life and legacy of a good friend and
Rockbridge County resident, Bobby
Berkstresser, who recently passed
away at the age of 71.

Bobby was truly a kind soul who had
a passion for both people and business.
In 1981, he purchased his first business,
Lee Hi Travel Plaza, in Lexington. At
the time, he had only eight employees
on payroll, but over the years he grew
it exponentially and was able to ex-
pand.

When Bobby passed, he employed
more than 400 people, and his second
business, White’s Travel Center in
Raphine was the largest east of the
Mississippi, a fact of which he was defi-
nitely proud.

He brought honor and pride to the job
and, in 2018, he was honored with the
NATSO Hall of Fame Award for his
contributions to the industry.

His employees say, ‘‘He was not only
your boss, he encouraged you, and he
was family to a lot of people.” That
was certainly how everyone felt about
Bobby Berkstresser.

Aside from owning White’s and Lee
Hi, Bobby was deeply committed to his
community. He regularly contributed
to local nonprofits, in addition to serv-
ing on several boards, including the
Bank of Botetourt, Rockbridge YMCA,
Rockbridge United Way, Rockbridge
County Board of Supervisors, former
Carilion Stonewall Jackson Hospital,
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RALS, Rockbridge Republican Com-
mittee, and NATSO.

Madam Speaker, it goes without say-
ing that Rockbridge County lost a
giant. His passing will be felt by this
community for quite some time, and
my thoughts and prayers remain with
his wife, Sue, and his beloved family.
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REJECTING THE BIDEN BUDGET

Mr. CLINE. Madam Speaker, as
Americans face the worst rate of infla-
tion in 41 years, President Biden’s pro-
posed budget does nothing to help ease
the burden on our country’s struggling
families.

Despite experts predicting that a re-
cession is coming, the President’s pro-
posed budget would further exacerbate
high inflation by spending $73 trillion
over the next decade and would be
funded by the highest sustained tax
burden in our Nation’s history.

As Americans pay record prices at
the pump, this budget proposal
prioritizes radical Green New Deal en-
ergy policies and continues Biden’s de-
struction of American energy inde-
pendence with increased taxes on the
oil and gas industry.

Who is going to feel those increased
taxes? Working men and women in the
Sixth District of Virginia and across
this country. Further, it pushes unnec-
essary and already rejected Build Back
Better social programs and provides
benefits to illegal aliens, which is en-
tirely unacceptable.

For my constituents in the Sixth
District, I will continue to hold Biden
administration officials accountable
and demand justifications for this
spending spree that is this budget when
they come before the committees on
which I serve.

Madam Speaker, I stand in strong op-
position to the President’s proposal,
and I urge its rejection should it come
before this House.

—————

INVESTING IN SUCCESS OF
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK.
Madam Speaker, the America COM-
PETES Act of 2022 includes bold,
smart, and strategic investments to
power the success of America’s work-
ers, businesses, and economy based on
bipartisan bills, many of which have al-
ready passed the House with bipartisan
support.

Madam Speaker, for generations,
America’s innovation, from electricity
to automobiles, robotics, and plastics,
has shaped the course of history. We
prevail because of our early invest-
ments in science, research, and tech-
nology.

But today, America’s preeminence is
being challenged. Other countries have
followed our lead in research, science,
and technology. As a result, more of
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the technology that we are relying on
today is made abroad, driving up the
cost in the United States, contributing
to inflation, threatening our workers’
financial security and their jobs, and
eroding our Nation’s competitiveness.

The House’s America COMPETES
Act is precisely what is needed to en-
sure America’s might in manufacturing
and innovation while creating good-
paying jobs and lowering costs for our
Nation.

Our bill brings American manufac-
turing back to our shores, including $52
billion for chips, which are crucial for
making cars, cell phones, and more.

Our bill will help reinvigorate Amer-
ica’s industries, securing $45 billion to
strengthen our supply chain and reduce
dependence on foreign nations and low-
ering costs.

Our bill will invest in research and
education so that we diversify our
STEM workforce with apprenticeships.

Our bill will promote U.S. global
leadership.

These are investments that all Amer-
icans need so desperately in order to
obtain prosperity.

My colleagues and I look forward to
swiftly going to conference with the
Senate so we can put forth a strong bill
that will help all Americans and put it
on the President’s desk to sign.

—————

REAUTHORIZING THE FARM BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, in prep-
aration for reauthorizing the farm bill
in 2023, I rise today to deliver the
eighth installment of my farm bill im-
pact series, where I am highlighting
various aspects of the farm bill that de-
serve Congress’ awareness and support.

The food aid programs within the
farm bill not only support the nutri-
tion of millions of Americans strug-
gling with hunger, but they also help
to stop global conflicts before they
start.

Kansas is the Wheat State, and
wheat is the number one commodity
used in U.S. donations for inter-
national food aid. If you combine all
the aid destinations, they amount to a
top 10 market for U.S. wheat.

The last two farm bills have granted
USAID flexibility in implementing aid
programs, which has resulted in the
U.S. purchasing from other countries
more than half of the total food we
give out.

That is a noble thing to use our re-
sources to help hungry people overseas,
but our government should prioritize
the commodities of American farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural producers as
we carry out this good work abroad.

International food assistance pro-
grams work alongside legislation to
help stabilize countries ravaged by
famine and war, reduce terrorism, and
give people an alternative from fleeing
their homeland just to find food.

For instance, I introduced a resolu-
tion condemning and prohibiting the
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use of hunger as a weapon, which some
bad actors do in countries suffering
from war and natural disasters. Food
aid programs work alongside the legis-
lation to avert food shortages in such
countries, making it more difficult for
anyone to use hunger as a weapon in
the first place.

The farm bill has some excellent pro-
grams for international food assistance
that I believe should be reauthorized.

The Bill Emerson Humanitarian
Trust is a special authority in the 2018
farm bill that allows USAID’s Bureau
for Humanitarian Assistance to re-
spond to unanticipated food crises
abroad. I just sent a bipartisan letter
earlier this month asking the Presi-
dent to release BEHT.

Food for Peace is another great pro-
gram through which our country re-
sponds to humanitarian crises and food
security problems globally. The idea
for this program actually came from a
meeting of the Southwest Kansas Farm
Bureau and first appeared in 1954 when
President Eisenhower signed the Agri-
culture Trade Development and Assist-
ance Act into law.

Today, USDA and USAID partner
with organizations to implement Food
for Peace and other food aid programs,
stopping global conflicts from esca-
lating into humanitarian disasters.

The McGovern-Dole International
Food for Education and Child Nutrition
Program, named in part for Kansas’
own Bob Dole, helps support education,
child development, and food security in
low-income, food-deficit countries
around the globe. The program pro-
vides for the donation of U.S. agricul-
tural commodities, as well as financial
and technical assistance to support
school meal programs as well as mater-
nal and child nutrition programs.

I supported this program in fiscal
year 2022 and fiscal year 2023 appropria-
tions because it has a proven track
record for reducing hunger, improving
literacy in children, and helping pro-
vide nutrition for pregnant and nursing
mothers, infants, and preschoolers.

Earlier this month, Nicole Berg,
president of the National Association
of Wheat Growers, spoke to the House
Agriculture Committee’s Livestock
and Foreign Agriculture Sub-
committee. In her testimony, she gave
us her eyewitness account, from her
2019 trip to Kenya and Tanzania, of how
international food assistance helps
those people in most need.

She visited refugee camps where the
World Food Programme is feeding 98
percent of the 200,000 people there who
hail from nine countries. She said that
witnessing U.S. food shipments saving
lives firsthand changed her life.

I want to make sure that, going for-
ward, we use U.S. commodities while
we carry out this good work abroad. If
America is going to conduct inter-
national food assistance in an effective
way, the Biden administration is going
to have to get a grip on the agricul-
tural impact of its trade and foreign
policies.
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Sadly, on an international scale, the
Biden administration is turning a blind
eye to agriculture. Russia’s assault on
Ukraine is one of the most horrifying
humanitarian crises in recent memory,
and it has grave food security implica-
tions for Europe.

Ukraine is known as the breadbasket
of Europe. It is the third-largest grain
exporter in the world. You would think
this administration would want a point
person to develop a strategy for ad-
dressing this looming problem, but
President Biden still hasn’t appointed
either a USDA Under Secretary for
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs
or a Chief Agricultural Negotiator for
USTR.

The Biden administration has also
sat back and done nothing to hold
China accountable for stiffing Amer-
ican farmers out of $16 billion in the
Phase One trade deal, and the Presi-
dent left agriculture out of his Indo-
Pacific strategy entirely.

I, along with American farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural producers,
am appalled at this shortsightedness.
You cannot take food for granted,
which is why the Biden administration
needs to wake up and why Congress
must think carefully about the reau-
thorization of the international food
assistance programs in the farm bill.

I will be back on the floor soon to de-
liver another installment of my farm
bill impact series. America’s farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural producers
are American heroes who are bearing
the responsibility of feeding hungry
people around the world.

Their efforts deserve the full support
of Congress because the food security
and, therefore, the national security of
America hangs in the balance.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, our God, on this Holocaust
Remembrance Day, we remember.

We remember the 6 million lives of
Jewish men, women, and children, and
the millions of others whose very being
was arbitrarily deemed a disgrace, and
whose light among us was extin-
guished. Now they, like the heavens,
have no speech, nor are there words,
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their voice is not heard. And yet, their
cries resound to the ends of the Earth.

Remind us again that each life is sa-
cred; Yours is the breath held in the
soul of each person.

We remember that it only took one
person to fuel a horrendous movement
of hatred, abuse, and genocide. Though
one person, there were countless others
who would not speak out against the
seduction of power or stand up to the
sway of control.

Holy God, remind us that this mur-
derous evil still roams the Earth this
day. Convict us who remain silent and
shield our eyes from the raging fire of
inhumanity.

Then inspire us from remembrance to
action, from indifference to indigna-
tion, from silence to speech. Then may
the words of our mouths be effective in
Your sight, the meditations of our
hearts be worthy of Your blessing, that
never again would we allow the catas-
trophe of the Holocaust to touch Your
children.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
11(a) of House Resolution 188, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
HOULAHAN) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. HOULAHAN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

RISING PRICES AND INFLATION

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker, 1
am here today to lift up the voices of
my community, to address an issue fac-
ing too many Pennsylvanians, as well
as others across our country. I am here
to talk about rising prices and infla-
tion.

When Sidney from Malvern tried to
renew an essential prescription, it was
on back order and he doesn’t know
when it will be back in stock.

Andrew from Mohnton is a small
business owner affected by supply
chain issues, making it difficult for
him to employ his staff and keep his
equipment running.
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